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In the movie 127 Hours, which is based on what we call in English a true story, James Franco plays Aron Ralston, a 
27 year-old man who, in the spring of 2003, cut off part of his right arm to free himself from a boulder that had fallen 
and trapped him at the bottom of a narrow slot canyon in the remote Utah desert. A decade later when asked by a 
TV interviewer whether he had any regrets about the day he went canyoneering alone and dislodged the boulder, 
Ralston responded that he would cut off his other hand if that's what it took to get him to his son. For it was a vision 
he had of his future child on his fifth night in the canyon that gave him the hope and strength to, on the morning of 
the sixth day, break both bones in his arm and use the small dull blade and pliers of a low-quality multi-tool to cut 
through what he called the "soft tissue" of his already decomposing arm. 
 
 

- Elise Duryee-Browner 
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